
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Trees, trees, and a few more trees…….200 to be exact ! 

In this week’s Ammonite I would like to share with you the  
tremendous community effort that has been taking place here at school, 
and which will also happen again tomorrow between 10 and 12 noon. 

As part of the Queen’s Green Canopy, volunteers from Wellsway School, 
local feeder schools, ex pupils - including from the original grammar 
school, and members of the local churches and council came together last 
weekend to plant some trees. ….200 saplings in fact! The saplings are  
being planted at the front of the school to reinstate the hedge which used 
to be there. Not only will this look more appealing than having just the 
existing metal fence, it will provide much needed shelter for birds and  
other wildlife.  

It was a privilege to meet some of the people who came to help.  
Many were planting in memory of loved ones and wrote beautiful sentiments in a book of  commemoration to  
celebrate the event.  I was struck by the community spirit which was very evident - everyone working together in 
such an uplifting way, to improve both the school and do their bit for climate change. Exactly what I am sure Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth would have wanted.   

The following quote by Wangari Maathai (a Kenyan social and  
environmental activist who founded the Green Belt Movement which  
focused on the planting of trees, environmental conservation and  
women’s rights) seems very apt:  
“Until you dig a hole, you plant a tree, you water it and make it  
survive, you haven't done a thing. You are just talking."  

I must also take this opportunity to congratulate our Year 11s on their excellent attitude and conduct throughout 
the last week’s internal exams. They have been absolutely brilliant – and I look forward to speaking to them as a 
year group at the end of term when they get their results – good luck all! 

Finally, many congratulations to all our sports teams on their successes celebrated in this week’s edition. I  
particularly wanted to congratulate the Year 7 girls’ team who valiantly came from behind to lose 2-3 on Tuesday 
afternoon away at Oldfield. Mr Evans said they did everything he asked, and responded with some thrilling football 
played with style, passion and professionalism. The very embodiment of our values and we are very proud of them 
and all our students in this week’s edition. 

The Queen’s Canopy—Many thanks to all those involved in organising and helping run the event - particularly Mr 
Gascogne. There are still a few trees left to plant so if you haven’t booked your slot, please follow the link below. 

Best wishes, 
Rob Pearsall  
Principal & Executive Head of School  
Wellsway School and IKB Academy  

Friday 9th December 

Festive Jumper Day 

Monday 12th December 

Christmas concert 

Tuesday 13th December 

Christmas concert 

Friday 16th December 

Last day of Term 2—1.25pm finish 
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Last Saturday, nearly 50 families from Wellsway and its  
feeder primaries turned out on a beautiful sunny morning to 
plant nearly 200 trees as part of the Queen's Green Canopy 
scheme. 
Many families also had personal reasons for planting, which 
they wrote in a journal to be kept with Wellsway's other his-
torical documents.  We even had a visitor from Portsmouth 
who used to attend the school with her sister over 50 years 
ago. 
A lovely time was had by all, and we were treated to some 
warming and delicious refreshments by Trevor from 
Keynsham Churches Together. 
 
There will be a second chance to get involved this Saturday 
morning between 10 and 12. 
We would like to make sure everyone doesn't arrive at once, 
so please also choose a half-hour slot on the form link below 
to allow time to plant your tree, write your commemorative 
message and have a cuppa.  
  

https://forms.office.com/r/4du6PrWUzE 
Places will be allocated in order of speed of your reply.  If you don't hear 

from us, this means that you have been successful in booking your 

timeslot! 

We look forward to seeing you there, and to planting some trees with 

you... 

Richard Gascoyne 

Last chance this weekend  

https://forms.office.com/r/4du6PrWUzE
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Principal’s Student of the Week 
All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be  

confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. 

At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is  

important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet!  This week’s nominees have all 

demonstrated that mind-set and trait.  

Our winners: 

Year 7 Ollie K— Consistent, exceptional effort in English.  

Year 8  Finley W – Handing out books and being helpful  

Year  9  Mitch W – Commitment to school production rehearsals  

Year 10  Ella M – Great effort in PE  

 Year 11 Archie H – Excellent resilience with exams 

Year 12 Emily I – Excellent attitude to learning across all subjects  

  Year 13 Mackenzie H – Excellent contributions and work ethic  
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Elliane R – Taekwondo 

Elliane recently travelled to Spain to compete in the Spanish Challenger Cup and won a gold medal in sparring.   
A fantastic achievement for Elliane and we are all very proud of her and look forward to hearing how she progresses in future 

competitions! 
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Year 7 Girls’ football v Oldfield (Somerset Cup) 

On Tuesday 22nd November, the year 7 girls football team played against Oldfield in the Somerset Cup. Wellsway took the lead 
through an amazing strike from Lucy E from a corner! Both teams were highly competitive throughout the game, but it was 
Oldfield who scored next, then added two further goals to take a 1-3 lead. With 5 minutes left in the game Hanka struck the 
ball from outside of the 18 yard box and lobbed the goalkeeper for Wellsway's second of the game. Unfortunately, despite a 
lot of pressure, they were unable to equalise and the final score finished 2-3 to Oldfield. A special mention to Erin who made 

some outstanding saves to keep the score as close as it was! Players of the game: Erin and Hanka.  
                Mr R.Evans 

 
Year 8 Rugby Wellsway v St. Gregory's 

The year 8 rugby team finished off their season with a storming 30-15 win against a strong St. Gregory’s team.  
Archie S got Wellsway off to the best possible start with a  

fantastic 60m solo try showing great speed and footwork. Louis Z also scored a brilliant sidestepping try that saw him touch 
down in the corner.  

It was a brilliant team effort with Jed L and Luca W showing great defence, alongside Adam N with a great dummy and sprint to 
the line to score a try with the final play of the game! 

Well done boys, great performance! 
                 Mr S.Ive 
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A Level PE - Bath University Visit 

On Wednesday 23rd November, the year 12 and 13 A level PE students visited Bath University for the day. Whilst there  
students were given a tour of their extensive facilities (both university and sports based), experienced two lectures, exploring 
the role of an Applied Sports Scientist and seeing how their learning can be applied in practical settings. They then completed 
two laboratory-based fitness assessments. It was a brilliant day where students learned a lot and hopefully inspired some for 

further study. 

                Mr Evans 
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The Year 7 Netball Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We played Writhlington School on Wednesday this week. The match was used as a trial game for the forthcoming BANES  
tournament next week. We initially played a competitive game, in which Wellsway proved the dominant team, winning  
convincingly 18-0. Player of the game was awarded to Eva Watts. We then mixed up the teams, allowing Wellsway and  

Writhlington players the chance to play together. Well done to everyone involved.  
                Mrs Burston. 
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Girls’ U16 BaNES Hockey Champions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Last Wednesday we welcomed Chew Valley, Norton Hill, St. Greg’s and Writhlington for the U16 Girls Hockey 

Tournament. In extremely wet weather we took to the pitch to face Writhlington in our first match of the game. 
Matches were 10 minutes one way and our first game was full of action at both ends with the score ending at a 3

-3 draw. Next up we faced Chew Valley, with some great saves from Carys and brilliant goals from Mindy, we 
came away with a 2-0 win. In our third match we came up against St. Greg’s. Great commitment in defence from 

Izzy, Bella and Ella helped to clear the ball up to Martha, Phoebe and Daisy. However, despite best efforts St. 
Greg's came away with the win. After a win, a draw and a loss, it was all to play for in the final match where we 
came up against Norton Hill. Some great teamwork from Amy, Ava, Georgie and Martha led to an assist from 

Daisy and a goal from Mindy. Knowing the final placings would be close we were hungry for more goals, and we 
finished the match with a 4-1 win. With 3 teams tied on 13 points after all matches were played the overall  
winner went down to goal difference, and with a net score of +2 Wellsway were declared the winners! Well 

done girls’ - you all played brilliantly throughout and deserved to be crowned BaNES champions! 
                

              Miss M.Barron 
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Last Monday we travelled to Kingswood School for the U14 Avon round of the Netball National Cup. Facing Collegiate,  
Kingswood, Monkton Coombe, Clifton College and Royal High, the girls’ did a brilliant job in some very close games! There was 

fantastic defending from Holly K, Faye and Isla. Great action in centre court from Holly W, Ria, Ava H and Maggie, and some  
brilliant shooting from Millie, Ava G and Molly. The girls’ were supportive of each other all day and showed real resilience when 

making some great come backs in the second half of games. A big thank you to Darcy for her support from the side lines too! 
Well done to Ria who was voted player's player of the tournament and Ava G who was voted coaches player by Miss Barron.  

A great day of Netball girls’!      
                       Miss M.Barron 

 

U14 National Netball 
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Year 10 textiles  

This week Year 10 have been learning how to create some really interesting textiles samples - including burning fabric with 
Tyvek paper, organza and embossing powder. Students had great fun with piling layers of organza and Tyvek paper, then  

sewing all over using a machine. Then comes the fun bit of adding embossing powder and burning!  

We all felt these samples would be great for Christmas cards!  

Well done Year 10 - you are just brilliant! 

                Miss Davies  
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Music News  
On the evening of Sunday 20th November eight students from  

Wellsway performed in the iconic Rough Trade performance space in 
Bristol city centre.  This Young Bands Night was organised by Year 8 

student, Arlo L and featured two bands - Crimson Fury and Fluorescent 
Lights.  A range of songs were performed from classic covers to original 

songs.  It was an absolute pleasure to go along and enjoy the  
music. 

  Congratulations to both bands, and to Arlo, who has been asked to 
organise this event every other month. 

        Ms I McLean 

 
 

 

Wellsway School Christmas Concert at Wells-
way School, Mendip Hall 

Tickets are now available for Wellsway School Christmas Concert 
at Wellsway School, Mendip Hall, Bristol between Monday 12th 
December 2022 and Tuesday 13th December 2022. Click the link 
for further information and to secure your tickets now! 

www.ticketsource.co.uk 

Christmas Concert  

Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th December.   
We're delighted to confirm you can purchase your tickets for the  

Christmas Concert  
 https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-avmjmg     

Please could parents also fill in this form giving permission for you to  
be in the concert.  

https://forms.office.com/r/L6pS3BmUJz     
A reminder that any Year 7 or Year 9 who wishes to perform in our final song is 

very welcome to sign up.   
The more the merrier! 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-avmjmg
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-avmjmg
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-avmjmg
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-avmjmg
https://forms.office.com/r/L6pS3BmUJz
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Year 10 Woodworking skills  
Well done to year 10 for making excellent progress with their wooden box joints  

project. Year 10 are making boxes using four different wood joints.  
A finger joint, a dovetail joint, a mitre joint and a dowel joint. So far everyone  

has made some excellent joints.  
Their boxes are starting to take shape and are looking amazing.  

Well done year 10.  
You are mastering these difficult woodworking skills!  

              Miss Wright 

Year 10 Cooking Class  

Year 10 have made nut free Bakewell tarts 

with enriched shortcrust pastry.  

Well done Year 10.  

     Mr Bye 
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Keynsham Winter Festival 

 
 Do come and visit The Space from 7.30pm -9pm Friday 25th November where you 

will be able to enjoy performances from  
Wellsway Dancers and three bands from Wellsway.  The bands include our Soul Funk 
Band, Crimson Fury and a new year 9 band who have their debut, performing Every 

Breath You Take.   
We'd love to see you there! 

 

 

 
School Production  

Well done again to all students involved in the production we are so excited for the show! Rehearsals next week: 

Tuesday 29th: All cast and chorus 

Wednesday 30th: Cabaret Dancers 
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Please collect any lost property by 16th December, items that are not collected will be 

given to the PTA.  

Please ensure all items are named before wearing them into school so that they can be 

easily returned to the correct student if lost. 

 

Questionnaires—Parents/Carers Evening 
 Thank you to those who completed the Year 7 parent/carer evaluation, we have fedback the results from the evaluation to 

governors and discussed at our STL meeting.  

We will be sending questionnaires out after each parent/carer evenings.   

 

CAREERS NEWSLETTER 

Wellsway School Careers Hub – Careers Update: 23th November 2022    

Drop in to ask a question, enquire about anything ‘careers’ OR 

Email – careers@wellswayschool.com   

Production News  
Advance notice regarding some rehearsals we will have coming up, including two Sunday rehearsals in January: 

Tuesday 6th December - Everyone 3.15pm-6pm. 

Sunday 22/01/2023 Everyone - 10am-4pm 
Sunday 29/01/2023 Everyone - 10am-4pm 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers/Careers%20Newsletters/2022/Careers%20Newsletter%2023.11.22.pdf
mailto:careers@wellswayschool.com

